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Mr. Wensrer delivered his speech, which he
was invited to make, this nﬂumuwm
in the midst of a rain-storm, w renche
every person who was in attendauce, ladies and
all, of whom there were at least one hundred

. on the platform. It poured in torrents duris
the whole time ; I;::i wothing daunted, Mr.,
continued till he said all he wanted to say,
He spoke as follows:

Fellow-citizens of Ihla Cily of Bu qhit I am
very glad to see you—I nieet you with pleasure.
It i{?wt. the ﬁrru: time, fellow-citizens, that |
have been in Buffalo; and [ have always cowe
to it with plensure. It is a great distance from
my own howme. [ nm thankful that cirenm-
stances have enabled me to be here again, and 1
regret that untoward events deprived me of the

lensure of béing here when your distinguished

ellow-citizén, the President of the United

States, came among you, and received from yon,

as he deseried, not only a respectful buol a
cordiul welcome, The President of the United
States has been a resident among you for more
than half his life. - He has represented you in
our State and na 1 councils, Youn know
ﬁim and all his rel s, both public and pri-
vate; and it would be bad taste for me to say
anything of him, except that I wish to say, with
some degree of emphasis, that since my con-
neetion with him in the administration of the
government of the United States, I have fully
concurred with him in all his great and leading
measures. But I do not wish to let it rest on
that prusumption; I wish to declars that the
principles of the President, as declared in his
annual message, his letters, and all documenty
and opinions which have proceeded from him,
or been issued by his autherity, in regard to
the great question of the time—that all these
rinciples are my principles; and if he is wrong
n them, [ am, and always will be. [Applause.

Gentlemen, it has been suggested thut it woul
be pleasant and. agreeable to the citizens of
Buffule, and their neighbors in the county of
Erie, that Ishould state to yon my opinions,
such =as they are, on the p-esent condition of
the country, its prospects, its hopes, and its
dangers ; and fellow-citizens, I hope to do that,
this day and this hour, as far as my strength
will, permit.

Gentlemen, believe me, [ know where I am. |
know to whom I am speaking. I know for
whom I am speaking. I koow I am herc in
this singularly prosperous and powerful part of
the United States— Western New York—and |
know the character of the men who constitute
Western New York. I know they are sons of
liberty, one and all ; that they sucked in liberty
with their mother’s milk ; inherited it with their
blood ; that it is their daily contemplatior and
watchful thought. They are men of a very sin-

ular quality and condition for a million and a
alf of people. There are wen uround ng, and

[l here before us, who till their own soils with

their own hands ; and others who earn their
own livelihood by their own labor, with no
means beyond their own indus'ry, and their
own and thelr .own willingness

{o labor. These are the men who constitute, to

80 an extent, the people of Western New

York. % the schnol-houses T know arc among

them. ucation is among them, They read,

and write and think. And here are the fair sex

| —educated, refined, and intelligent; and here
are men who know the history of their eountry,
and the laws of their country, and the institu-
tions of their nom?r ; and men in my opinion,
lovers of liberty, and they are yet lovers of lib-
erty, under the Constitation of the country, and

‘who mean to maintain that Constitution with
* - all their strength, so help them God. (Grest
, ). Ihope these observations will satis-
- fy you that I know where I am, under what re-

sponsibility I speak, and before whom I aprw;

and I have no desire that any word I shall say
this day, shall be withholden from you or your
children, or your neighbors, or the whole world.

Beeause | speak so before you and before my

eountry, and if' it ia not too solemn to say so,

before God himself, the grest anthor of Justice,

Gentlemen, there is but one question in this

country now, or if there be others, the others are

but weco or so subordinate, that they are
all absorbed in that great and leading question;

L

and that is nelther more nor less than this: that
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we can the Union of the States, not by
coercion—nol by military power—not by an
confroversies. {iut ean we of this generation,

you and I, your friends, and my friends, can we
30 preserve the Union of the United States by the
administration of the powers of the Constitution, |
as shall giva content and satisfaction (o all who
live under il, and draw us together, not by mili-
tary power, bul by the silken cords of mutual, fras
ternal, patriotic affection 1 That is the question,
. and no other.

Gentlemen, T believe in party distinetions, ]
am a party man. There are questions belong-
ing to party in which 1 am concerned, and Lhere
are opinions entertained by other parties which
1 repudiate ; but what of that? If a house he
divided against ftsell it will fall and crush every-
body in it. We must see that we maintain the

overnment over us. \We must see that we up-

old the Constitution, and we must do so with-

out regard to party. Now, how did this qnes-
tion arise? The qnestion i forever misstated.

[~ 1 dare way if you know much of me, or of my
course of pullic conduct for the lust fourteen
months , you have heard of my attending Union
mee'ings, and of my fervent demonstrations at
Union meetings. Well, what wus the object of
that? What was the purpose of that? The
objectand purposes were dua':fncdly or thonght.
lessly misrepresented. 1 had an invitation to
go to a Union meeting in the connty of West-
chester; Ieconld not go, but wrote a letter
Well, some wise man of the Fast said he did
not think it was very necessary to hold Union
meetings. He did not think there were man
disuntonists about Tarrytown.  And w0 here in
every part of New York, there is n total misap.
hension of the purpose and ohject of these
B:inn meetings. Every one knows there is not
a county, or a cily,or o hamlet, in the State of
New York, that is ready to go outof the Union.
There is no man so insane in the whole States,
outside a lunatic asylom, as to wish it. Bt
that is not it.  'We all know that every manand
every neighborhood, ani all corporations, in the
State of New York, ia attached to the Union,
and has no idea of withdrawing from it. But
that in not the point— that is not the point. The
question, fellow.citizens—and [ put it to you
now as the real question—the question s,
whether vou and the rest of the people of the
t State of New York, and of all the States,
will so administer the Constitution—will so en-
sct and maintain laws to preserve that instru.
ment, so that you will not only remain in the
Union yourselves, but permit your brethren to
remain in it, and oarry it on? tis the ques-
tion. Will you coneur in res Necessary
« to maintuin the Union? o# will you oppose
+  soch messures? T'hat is the whol."poim of the
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» Yon hlveNtl:irt o; forty members of Con.

eas from New on have your propor-

r tion in the U s;?; &mu.’o w&'nuve
" many members af Co from New England.
Wall, they maintain laws that cro passed
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are not inclived to do, but that by ascertaining
and waintaining the rights of others, they may
ulso remain in the Union. Now, gentlemen,
rﬁ mo to say that I speak of no conegssions,
" the South wish any concession from me, they
won't get it—not a hair’s breadth of it. 1f they
come to my house for it, they will not find it if
uur do. 1 concede nothing. But I say that |
will maintain for them, as I will muintain for
you, to the utmost of my power, and in the face
[ f il danger, thieir righte under the Constitution,
and your rights under the Constitution, Ll?rit-a
of “Good! Good!” &e.] And God forsake me
and my children, if 1 ever be found to fulter in
one or the other. [Tremendous applanse.] It
is obvious to every one, and we all know it,
that the origin of the great disturbance which
agitates the country, is the existence of slavery
in some of the States; but we must meet it;
we must consider it; we must deal with it, ear-
nestly, honestly, and justly, From the mouth
of the St Johns to the confines of Florida,
there existed in the year of grace, 1775, thir een
colonies, of English origin, planted at different
times, and coming from d flerent parts of Eng-
land, bringing with them various habits, and es-
tablishing, each for itself, institutions entirely
varient from the inslitutions which they left.
But they were of English origin. The English
langoage was theirs; Shakggenre and Milton
were theirs, and the Christian Teligion was theirs,
and these things constituted thém together.
The aggressions of the parent State compaelled
them to set ndp for independence. They de-
clured imdependence, and that immortal ae , pro.
nounced on the Fourth of July, 1776, made
them independent. That wasan act of Union
by the United States in Congress sssembled.
But this act of itself did nothing to establish
over them a general government. They had ar-
ticles of confederation before Lo cn;?‘ on the
war. They had & Congress, They had articles
of confederation afterward to prosecute the war.
But thus fur they were independent, each of the
other. They entered intoa simple confederacy,
and nothing more. No State was bound by
what it did not itself agree to. This was the
state of things, gentlemen, at that time.

The war went on—victory perched on the
American eagle—our independence was acknowl.
edged, 'The States were then united together
arder a confederacy of very limited powers, It
could levy no taxes. It could not enforce its
own decrees. It was a confederacy instead of
being a united government. Experience showed
that this was insufficient and ineflicient, And,
therefore, beginning as far back almost rs the

formation of the united government—a gov-
#rnment in the strict sense of the term—a gov.
ernment that conld pass laws binding to the
eitizens of all the St tes, and which eould inforce
those laws by ite executive powers, having them
interpreted by a judicial power belonging to the
government.  Well, zentfemen, this led to the
formation of the Constitution of the United
Staten, and the cost was framed on the idea of
a limited government. It proposed to leave,
and did leave, the different institutions of the
several States to themselves. 1t did not pro-

consolidation, . ILdid, ropose that the
Pm of Virgin mu%ﬂm New York,
or thut the of New York should be the
laws of Massachusetéy. It proposed only that
for certain purposes, and to m certain extent,
there almulcr be a united government, and that
that government should have the power of exe
cuting its own laws. All the rest was lefl to
the several States. And we now come, gentle-
men, to the very point of the case. At that time

apon them in the time of the supremney of Brit-

laws over us. There it was, . It was obnoxi.
ous to the middle States, and disliked : and hon-
estly and serionsly disliked, as the records of
the country will show, by the ern States
themselves. Now, bﬂ*—-"‘-xd deal with
it? Were the Northern and idi tat 33&
clude from the government those Stales of the

South which - a Washi a
| h:mm“;. MWM%“L pdﬂmwb!' o i
that part of the country ! Were they to be ex-

‘cluded from the new government, hecause they
tolerated the institution of slavery 1 Your fathers
and my fathers did not think so. They did not
see that it would be of the best advantuge '?f.
slaves of the Sounthern Siates to out tite

from all connection North.—

fr views of heomanity led to result ;
and.of eourse, wherr the C was framed
and éstablished, and ad here in
New York, and by your & rs Ens:
land, it contained 1 expross provision of secu

@ fugzitives from service or lubor should be
reato to his master, or owner.

Well, that had been the history pfthe country
from its first settiement. It was 8 matter of
pommon practice to return fagitives before the
constitution was formed. Fugitive slaves from
Virginia to Massachusctls wete restored by

there was n great system of apprenticeship at
the North and many apprentices nt the North,
taking advantage of cirenmstances;and of ves.

close of the war, measures were taken for the |

slavery existed in the Southern States, entailed |

ty to persons who lived ‘n the Southern States | iy
ﬂvu who owed them service; that is to

the people of Massnchuseits, At that day |

W

we not, mean to execute that part of the Consti:
tution as well as the rest of it? 1 suppose therd
are before me here members of Congre
suppose there are members of the State lefisla
tare, or executive officers, under the State gov
ernment. I suppose there are judicial magistrates
of New York, executive officers, assessors su
visors, justices of the peace, and constables, be-
fore me. Allow me to say, gentlemen, that ther
is not, (hat there ennnot be any one of these ofli-
cers in this assembluge, or elsowhere, who has
not, aecording to the form of his obligations
bound himself by a solemn oath, before his God.
to support the Constitution. They have taken
their oaths on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty
God, or by uplifted hand, as the case may be, or
by a solemn asscveration, as is the practice iv
some cases. But epe and all of them, thera*i=
not a man who holds, nor is there any gdn who
can hold any office in the gift of the United
States, or in this State, or in any other State,
who does not become bound, by the solemn ob-
ligation of an oath before God, that he will sup-
ort the Constitution of the United States.—

Well,is he to tamper with that ¢ Is he o falter ?
Genplliimen, our political duties sre as much mat-
ters dT eonscience as uny other daties—our sa-
cred domestic ties, our moét endearing several
relations, are no more the suhjeet for conscien-
tious consideration and conscientions discharge,
than the duties we enter into under tha Consti-
tution of the United Stutes. The bonds of poli-
tical brotherhood are thé bonds which hold us
together from Maine to Georgia, Now, gentle-
men, that is the main story of the Constitution
of the United Btates on the question of slavery.
Gentlemen, [ contend, and have always contend-
ed, that ufter the adoption of the Constitution,
any meusnre of the government caleulated to
| bring slave territory into the United States, was
beyond the power of the Constitution,and ngainst
its provision. That is my opinion, and it al-
ways has been my opinion. It was very consis.
tent, or thonght to be so, for the same purpose.
in Jefferson’s time, to attach Louisiana to the
United Slates. A trenty with rance was made
| for that purpose. But Jefferson's opinien at
that moment was that an alteration of the Con-
stitution was necessary to enable it to be done,
In considering what I will not now repeat, that
opinion was abandoned avd Louiziana was ad
mitted by law, without any provision or altera.
tion in the Constitution, At that time I was too
young to hold any office or take any share in the
political afluirs of the country, Louisiana was
admitted as a slave Siate, and became entitled
to her representation in Congress on the prin-
ciple of a mixed basis. Florida was sflerwards
admitted. Then; too, I was out of Congress; 1
had been in it once; but I had nothing to do
a\vjth the Florida treaty or the admission of Flori-
My opinion remains unchanged, that it was
not in the original scope or design of the Con
stitution to admit pew States got of the foreign
territory, and that for one, I Mver would con-
sept, and no matter what may be said at the Sy-
racuse convention, or any other assemblage of
insane persons, I never wauld consent_that there
should be one foot of slave territory beyond what
the wld thirteen States hq ims of
mation of the Union, | ;
can't sh w his face tog
that I ever departed fit
sneak away, and slink @8
tllﬂﬂp that he might {1
Srom liberty Danicl
ter and cheers | J:
crite and falsifier. x
publie life when the propositic
1o the United States whsbron
know the revolutic ]
that country from'
or '36. [ saw thet

York were kind enough to offé
dinner as o testfmony of their pablic ¢
me. I went out of my way, onh

the purpnse of showing w,
aitempt to annex Texas as a slave terrif
said il should be opposed by me ta
And in Nibio's Garden, in M
made @ speech.  Well, there w asithe presy

| around ¢, the Whig press andthe Demo
press, Some spoke commendalory enongh of
| iy speech, but all agreed that I look paind' to
| step out of my way to dewounce in adcanceuthe
| annexation of Tewas as a slave lerritor '
| United States, 1 said on that oc '
}tletrh-n. we all see that hy whomso
sed, Texas is likely to be a slavehg
|lr33; and [ frankiy avow my entifg?
neas to do anything that shal
ry of the Afriean on this conti
laveholding States to the Uniol

-t

sels sailing to the Sounth, thereby ped. This
led to a elear, express and well defined provi
sion in the Constitution of the conutry on the
sibject. Now, I know that all these things are
common—that they have been stated a thousand
‘times; but in thess days of perpetual discon.
tont and misrepresentation, to state things a
thoosand times is not enoogh; for thers are
more than a thousand persons whose conseien-
cas, one wonld think, led them to muke it a
daty, to deny, ent, falsify and cover
up truths, Now, here is the Constitation, fel-
low-citizens, and | have taken the pains lo
transeribe therefrom these words, so he
who runs may read: “No person held to
service or Inbor In one State under the laws

Y | thereof, escaping into another, shall in conse-

quence of any law or regulation therein, be
discharged from roch serviee or labor, but shall
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such wervice or labor may be due” Ts there
any mistake about this? I will not d'sgrace
my profession by supposing such n thing,
There is not in or out of an attorney's n
the county of Erie, or elsewhere, ane who
could raise s doubty-ora particle of doubt, about
the meaning of tlis provision of the Constitu-
tion, He may act as wi do, sometimes,
on the stand. He may wri and twist, and

bitions in my time, on the part of witnestes, tn
falsify, and betray, and deny the faith. - But
there is no man who can read thewe words ol
the Constitotion of the United States, and say
they aro not clear and imperative. “ No per-
son,” the Constitution says, ‘held to serviee
or laber in one State, under the Iaw thereof,

mqi':s into anbther, shall, in ﬂ%ﬂrwﬂ
?;:’:y:ehmor“ybw.h  shall be de-
liv | ! to whom

are told by forty )
in Ohb.bg New York, in Syracuse,
where, that if a colored man came here,
na n freewan. That is, a non sequitur,
onme ns o fagative from Libor, the tion
suys he fs not a freeman, and that he shall be
divered up L wre entitled to
b L

say he can’t tell. Khave seen many sach exhi- |

m of |

litioal evil, I only used lang
| adopted by distinguished mé
zens of slaveholding States,
therfore to exlend or encour
tension.
We have slavery alres
Constitution found it amo
ity and gave it solemn goaran
extent of these guaraitees weo are all
honor, in justice and by the Constitution.
the stipulntions contiined in the Constitution,
in favor of the slaveholding which are al
ready in the Union, sught t Ifilled, nnd, xo
far as depends on me, shall B& Faliilleds in the
fullness of their &pir!, snd 1o the ex of

‘ that I regarded slavery as a gre

.‘{_ ‘HT?

L |
- ".! he rl
™ .

their Jotter. Slavery, s it cxisfs in Stutes,
is beyond the reseh of Congress, Tt # con.
gern of the Siates themeelvos, They hpve never
suhmitted it to Congress, and Cong hus no

right or power over it. | shall concarytherefure,
in no aet, no mensury, 1O Mennee, no,indicnliorl
of purpose, which shiull interfere, « ton

r
iiterfere, with the exclusive flhl.ﬁllf J
severn]l States over the =n'ijoet of v,

exists within sir sesprotive limith All
appenrs to b & motier of plain and imperative
duty. Bot when we vomne o spenk of lJ::iuing

new Statis, the subject nssumes o new and on

trely different t. Oar rights and ourdn.
tien are then both differcnt. The frec States
and a!l the ara then at liberty to aec

or reject.  When it is proposed to bring 1

membera into this political partnership, the old
members have a right to say on what terms
such ps nre to come in, and what they nre

to bring along with them. Ia my opinion, the

m‘“ the United States will l{ot'::ionnnt to
" a now
con

, vastly extensive, and slaveho'd.
Tge for half n dozen or

' the Union. In my opinjon,
it not to consent 1o IL"  Gentlemen, |

did consent o the
i y did eonsent, and 1
Your own State consented,

; tatives of New
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yvou did have it so.. Nay, geatlemen, I will tell
the truth, whether it shumes the devil or not.
[Langhter.] Persons who have aspived high as
lovers of liberty—as emineni lovers of the Wil
mot Proviso—as eminen! Frewsoil men, and who
have movunted over our heads aad trodden us down
as if we were mere slaves, thyare the men that
brought Texas into this country. That is the
truth, and I declare it befan-l you, and in the
presence of my God, that itpus so. Look to
the journals.

Without the consent of Yew York, Texas
would not have come into the Union, under
either of the original resu]uhra or afterwards,

But New York voted for tid mensure. The
two senators from New Yort voted for it, and
turned the question, and you iy thank them fo
the glory, J;e renown, and the Mppiness of having
five or sur slave States adib (o the Union.
}Gre’nt sensation.]  Don't blame me Jor it
Lot them answer who did the deed, and who are
now proclaiming liberty, and upsing it for hum.
bug and trading purposes. Geutlemen, who
aided in bringing in Texas? It was all fairly told
to you, You heard Moses and/the prophets,
[laughter,] but if one had risen from the de:d,
such was your devotion to that policy, at that
time, that yen would not have/beard him, or
listened to him for a moment, | Well, all thut
I will now say is, that, with the Vlessing of God,
I will nat now or hereafier, befort the country or
the world, consent to be numbeted among those
who introduced new sluve power info the Union,
I did all in my power to prevent |t. | Applause.]
And again, gentlemen, the Mekican war broke
out, This vast territory was a:quired, and the
peace was made; and, much s [ disliked the
| war, I disliked the peaco lv4wa. because it
| brought in these territories. | That territory
was unknown. Idid not know what it mignt
be. The plan ecame from the South. 1 knew
that certain Southern gentlemen wished the ac-
quisition of California ‘and New Mexico, and
Utah, as & means of extending slave authority
and slave population; everything was known
about it. I did not fall into their idea much,
but seeing a quarrel, as [ eoneeived ; seeing how
much it wounld disteact the Union, I voted against
the pence with Mexico. I voted against the ac.
quisition. I wanted none of her territory, Cal-
fornin, New Mexico, nor Utsh. They were
rather ultra American. They were far from ns,
and | saw that they might lead o a politiesl dis-
turbanee, and I voted against them all—against
the treaty, and against the peace, and J am glad
of it. Seeing that it wonld be an oecasion of
dispute; that by the controversy the whole
Union would be agitated, Messrs. Bo rien,
Buadger, und other respectable und distinguished
men of the South, voted sgainst the acquisition
und the trealy which secured it; and if the men
of the North had voted the same way, we would
have been spared all the difficuities that have
grown out of it.  [Applause.)

Now, there is no sort of doubt, gentlemen,
that there were some persons in the South who
supposed that Culifornia, it it came in at all,
wunld come in ns nsluve State.  You know the
extraordinary events  that srose there, Yon
know that Californis reeeived-n rush from the

d great questions before the public,
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cuudd on the top of
became a free
source of much
Aud then there
B; whut wasto ln'-_
; w Mllemen. from the
westigation I bavé given the sobject, and |
setion T have devoted to it, Jiwas of the |
that the mfdﬂl-lf New Merico and |
could no more sustain American slavery
snows of Canada. [ agw it was impos.
thought so then, think so now.
y genilemen, wherw © was proposed in
to apply the Wilmot Proviso to New
L and Utah, it appearedéo me just as ab-
o apply it here in Western New York. |
i the snowy hills, the sternal mountains,

| Northern J:eo le, and thatan African sluve eould
ARG i e

glimate of those countries, would never |

lavery. No I:in :nid carry a slave

th any expectation of profit. It could
: M;,;lr:d ulho-lﬂalllth thought it was
d disrespectful, I was not willing to
therefore, | stwibo occasion for ap-

[Voled accordingly, and who doubts it
E he law admitting Wkase territories pas-

i without any provisn. I8 there a slove, or is
ttdikely there will be one there!  Why, there is
not n.in the United Stalés so stupid as not
to see at this moment, that such a thing wax

ed | wholly unnecessary, and thabit was calculuted to

irritate and offend. And I ®m not one who is
disposed to create irritation, or give offense to
our brothers, or to break up rnal friendship,
without cause. The questi open whether
alavery should orshould n
or Ltah. There is no slavery. There is not
p shinning face of an Afriean there. [t is ut-
y impracticable, and utterly ridiculonsto sup-
d no one, who does not mean to agi.

it Well. gentlemen, we have a
tors all over the country—some
the press; some, | am sorry to

t freehold, their copyhold, Vheir
eapital, their all and all, depends upon the excite.
st of the pablic mind.

question of the Texan Boundary, and of a |
“mﬂ-rnmunt for New Mexico, which I eonsider |
one question ; and there was the question of
pnking a provision for the restoration of fugi [
five slaves. Gentlemen, on these subjects |
have something to say. Texas, an you know,
blishied her independence of Mexico, by her
‘revolation and the battle of Sun Jacinto, which
made her a sovereign power. [ have already
stated to yon what I have anticipated from the
mo¥ement—that she would ask to come into
Union as a slave State, We admitted her
™ 1845, and we admitted her as a slava State,
] admitted her in 1845, and we admitted her
her own boundarics—remem! er thity She
éluimed by conquest all thad territory which was
commonly ealled New Mexico, esst of the Rio
Grande.  She elaimed also by these limits what
r Constitution had declared and established
tho‘ru limits of Texns. : '
‘wlnim, and when she was ndmitted into the
United Stites; the United States did not define
her berritory.  They admitled her as she was.
We took her as she defited hor own limits, snd)
with the power of mnking three additional sla
. sy “we” but 1did not al re-
member that. Now, in this state of thi let
us go'back to 1850. What was the state of
things in 18507 Thers ws Texns claiming all |
that, or a great part of that which the United
States had scquired from Mexico, a8 New Mex-
ivo. She stated that it belon “her by con.
quest and by her cdmission im’ the Upnited |
States, and she was ready to enfores hor claims
by the force o{-:nm. '.flle:: that is oot all.
A man muost ignorant of 1 w the
who does not knew, that st the com.

mencement pf 1850, waa a great agitation |
throw, & M?"Buﬂl mﬂo_ Ki. not |
know 1 2 of the largest W of
the Soutl hid \taken mensures for sepa-
ration—wera wpwr for disunion in some
w " llﬂ! IH Ibw. for Texais

to enforce her rights
e listed, and
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| ton’s administrntion in the year 1793, there was

- Wilmot Provi.o to New Mexico or |

o to New Mexico |

d with th¢ lesrned professic
heir livelihood comsists ilf'l

Gentlemen, these things went on at the eom- | that he is here, ‘ -
mencement of the vear 1850, There were two if this is the man, and he proves it or in. ten
Thers wos | cases out of eleven the answer would be, *Y 8, | \his momentif we had

[No. 118,

of things how many thousand persons in the
South were disaffeeted towards the Union, or
were desirous for breaking it up, or were ready
to join Texas—to join her ranks, and ses what
they could make in a war to establish the rights
of Texas to New Mexico? The public mind was
disturbed. There were thousands and thonsands
ready to join Texus. Now, nll the cxtreme
South at this time wos disaffected towards the
Union. These very men were in a condition to
fall into any course of things which should be
violent and destructive.

Well, then, gentlemen, what was to be done
again, ns far as Texas was concerned ! Allow
we to say, '%Pntlenwn, there are two sorls of
foresight., Thoere is a military. foresight, which
sees what will be the result of a due appeal to
arm#; and there is also a statesman like fore.
sight, whish looks not at the result’sf battles
and carnage, but through the reavlts of political
disturbances, the violence of fuction earried into
military: eperations, and the horrors attendant
on civil war. I never had a doubt, gentlemen,
that if the administration of Gen. Taylor had
gone to war, and had sent troops into New
Mexico, that he would have whi them 'in a
week. The power on one side fir superior
to all the power on the other. But what then!
What if Texan troops, assisted by thonsands of
volunteers from the disaffected States, had
gone to New Mexico, and had been defeated
and turned back, would that have settled the
boundary question? Now, gentlemen, [ wish |
had ten thousand votes—I wish [ could draw
around me the whole people of the United
States—and 1 wish 1 could make them nll hear
what | now declure in my own esnseience, be-
fore the Power who sits on high, and who will
jundge you and me hereafter, a5 my solem be-
lief, that if this Texas controversy had not been
settled by Congress, in the manner called the
adjustment measnres, civil war would have en-
sued—blood, American blood, wounld have been
shed ; and who can tell what else would have
been the consequence ! Gentlemen, in an honor-
able war, if a foreign foe invade us—if our rights
were threalened—if 1t were necessdry lo defend
thein by arms—I am not afraid of biood. And,
if Tam too old myself, I hope there are those
connected with me who are young, and willing
to defend their country to the Inst drop of their
blood., [Sensation.] But I cannot express the
horror I feel at the shedding of blood in a con-
troversy between one of these States and the
overnment ly" the United S'ates, becausg 1 see
in it, in the sight of heaven, a disroption of all
those ties that make us a great and happy peo-
ple. Gentlemen, that was the great question,
the leading question, at the commencement of
the year 1850. 'Then there was the other, and
that was a mauter of the Fugitive slave law ; lat
me ‘say a word about that? Under the provi-
sions of the Constitution in General Washing-

passed a law for the restorafion of fugitive
sluves, by general consent, No one opposed it
at that period. It was thought to be necessary
to earry the Constitution into effect. The great
men of New England and New York all con.
curred init. It and answered all the
purposes expested from it, till about the year
THat or p “thy ; o
muke enactments in opposition to it.

The law of Congress said that State magis.
trates might execute the duties of the law.
Some of the States passed ranal enactments in-
volving a penalty on any who executed wathori-
ty under the law. Others of them denied the
use of their jails to earry the law into effect ;
an ' generally at the commencement of the year
1850, it was nhsolutely—1 say it was sbsolutely
—indispensable that Congress should pass enme
law for thé execution of this provision of the
Constitution, or else give up that institution en-
tirely. That was the question. [ was in Cop-,
gress when the law was . 1 was fora!
proper law, 1 had, indeed, proposed a different
Jaw. 1 was of opinion that a summary
a jury might be had, which%would eatisfy the
| prejudices of the people, bot I left the
and went to another station before the law was
patsed. The law of 1850 passed. Now I un-
dertuke s a lawyer,and on my profegsional
character, to say to you and to all, that the law
of 1850 is decidedly more favorable to the fogi-
| tive than Genernl Washington's law of 1793 ;
and I tell yon why. In the first place, the pres
ent law places the power in much higher hands
—of independent judges of the superior and |
cvircnit courts and distriet courts and commis- |
sioners who are appointed to office for their law
lenrning. Every fugitive is brooght before
tribunal of Figh eharacter, of cminent ability, of
respectablo station. Well then in the first plaee,
when a claimant comes from Virginia to New
York to say that ore A or one I has ran away,
or is a fugitive from service or labor, he brings
| with him a record of the connty from which he
| eomes, and that record must be sworn to before
[n magistrate and certified by the connty tlerk
| a2 to its correctness.  The affidavit must state |
that A or B (18 the case may be) had dnpurw«i;
under such and such eircumstances and had
cowne here, and that record under seal is, by the
Constitution of the United States, entitled to
full eredit in every other State. Well, the cluim-
ant, or his agent, come here, and he presents to

by other Btates, did not concur in them,

as shall keep you and the South, and the West
and all the country together, s far as it is just
and right, and as far as the Constitution
demands. Isay, that what is demanded of us s
to be up to our Constitutional duties—to do for
the Snuth what the South have a right te de-
mand, Gentlemen, I have been some time be-
fore the public. My charaeter is known, mlfn
is before thecountry. [profess to love ty
as mueh as any man living ; bat I profess to love
American liberty, that liberty which is eecured
to the country by the Constitution under which
we live, and I have no great opinion of that liber-
ty which goes ovor the restraints of law or of
the Constitution, 1 hold the Constitution of
the United States to be the bulwark, the only
bulwark of , onr liberties, and our national’
chart. [ don't menn that you should become
sluves under the Constitution, That is not
American liberty ; that ia not the liberty of the,
Union for which our fathers fought—that
liberty which has given us a right to be
known and respected all over the world.
Gentlemen, let me say to you that, as much as
I admire the charactor of the people of Western
New York, s much as I wish to retain your
good opinion, if you would ever place me
hereafter in any eonnection with public life, let
me tell you now that you must not expect from
me the slightest variation, even of a hair's
breadth, from the Constitution of the United
States. [Criesof “ Good ! Good ! Good!”]

| am a Northern man, I was born al the
North—educated at the North—have lived all my
days at the North. I know five hundred Northern
men to one Southern man. My sympathies—all
my sympathies—my love of libery fur all man-
kind, of everycolor, are the same as yours. My
aflictions and hopes in that respect are exactly
like yours., I wishto see all men free—all men
happy. I lave no associations oul of the North-
ern States. My people are your people. * And
yet I am told some times that I am not a liberty
“man, because lam not @ Free-soil man  [Langh.
ter.] What am 17 what was | ever? what shall
I be hereafter, it | would sacrifice, for any con.
sideration, that love of American liberty which
has glowed in my breast since my infaney, and
which I hope will never leave me till 1 expire?
[Applause. | Gentlemen, I regrel extremely that
slavery exists in the Southern Siates, and that
Congress has not power to acl upon it.  But i
may be in the dispensation of Providence—same
remedy may be found for it. But, in the mean.
time, 1 hold on to the Constitution of the United

under any circumstances, that I shall falter from

it—that I shall be otherwise than frank and de.

visive, I would no part with my character as a

man of firmness and decision, and honor and

principle, for all that the world holds. You
will find me true to the North, because all my
sympa‘hies are with the North, My affections,
my ehi'dren, my hopes, my everything, is with the
Nirth.  But, when 1 stand up before iy coun-
try as one appointed to administer the Constitn-
tion of the conntry, by the bifssing of God, I
will be just. [Great appla Gentlemen, |
expeet to be libeled and abus®a.  Yes! libeled
and sbused. But it don't disturb me. I have
not lost a night's sleep for a_gréat manyyears.
1 tave “talenit Tor slewping™ [Liughter”

And why sheuld we not expect to he libeled

Ia not the Constitution of the United States Ii-
beled and abused ! Don't some people eall it
the produetion of hell ! Ia not Washington li-
beled and abused ! Is he not ealled a blood-
hound on the track of the Afriean negro?  Are
notour fathers libeled snd abused by their own’
children? And ungrateful children they are— |
and 1 am afreid, in some cases, teir mothers |
played false. [Langhter.] How, then, shall 1|
eseape ! | don't expeet to eseape, but knobving |

The great settlement measures of the last |
Congress are laws, Muany respectable mn,l
representatives from your own State and from I

I don't |
impute any bad motive to them. [am ready to
believe they are Americans all. They may not
have thooght them necessary—they may have
thought these laws would be pagsed withoot
their concurrence, Lot all that pass away. IF
they are now men who will stand by what is
done, and stand up for their eonntry, and say
that these laws were passed by n majority of
the whole country—we must stand by riu-m and
live by them, I will respect them all n# friends.
Gentlemen, allow me to ask of you to-day; what
do yon think would have been the situation of
the conntry at this time, in your judgment, if
these laws had not been passed by Congress !
If the question of the Texan boundary had not
been settled, New Mexico and Utah had been
left as desert places, and no government had
been provided for them ; and if the other great
measures, to which State laws had opposed 8o
many obstacles in the restoration of fugitives,
had not been wettled, 1 ask what would have
been the stute of this country now?! You men
of Erie county—yon men of New York—I ad.
jure you to go home to-night and meditate on
these subjects, What wounld have boen the
state of this country—now—at this moment—
if these laws had not been passed! 1 have
given my opinion that we should have had »
civil war. I refer it to you, therefore, for your

| you the seal of the courts of Virginia, that A
| and B had escaped from service. He must prove

He bLrings a witness and :utksi

Mpssa, | am your slave, | did esenpe from your |
sorvice.,” Suoch is the present law, and so moch |
opposed and maligned as it s, it is n more fav.
arable law to the fogitive than the law of Wash-
hing on's of 1793, which ereated no disturbauce
at the time it was passed, and which was sane. |
tioned hy the North as well as by the Sonth.
But this opposition is & sentiment of modern
times. From whom does this clamor come?
Why, Jook at the proceedings of the Anti-Sla-
very Convention—look at their resolutions,
Do yon find ninong all those persons who op
pose this Fugitive slave law any admission
whatever that any law ought to be passed to
carry into effect the solemn stipulations of the
Constitution! Tell me any such case! Tell
e if any resolution was passed by the Conven.
tion at Syracuse favoring the earrying out of the
Constitation? Not one! The faet is, gen.
tlemen, they oppose the whole—not a man of
them ndmita that there ought to be any law on
the snbject. They deny altogether that the
provisions of the Constitation ought to be car.
tied into effect. Well, what do they say?
Liook at the proceedings of the Anli.Slavery
Canventions in Ohio, Massachnsetts, and at
Syracuse,in the State of New York, Whatdo
they say, that, so help them God, no eolored
man shall te gent from the State of New York,
back to his master in Virginia. Don't they say
that, and for the falfilment of that they p
their llves, their fortunes and their saered
honor!  [Laughter.] They pledged their hanor
taviolate the laws of their country—they pledged
their sserad honor to resist their exeeution—
they pledged their | honor to commil
trenmon against the lnws of their country! God
bless tham, and help them who pledge thelr sa.
ored honor insveh K esuse! [Applanse] 1
have nlrendy stated, gentlemen, what your ob-
servation of this must have been, I will only
reenr to it for a moment, fur the purpose of per:
snading you, aspublic men and private mén—as
good men and patriotic men—that yoo ougit, to

that at this state

.

the extent of your ability and influence, ‘woe to
il that suclr laws are esta and maintained

| away hy notions or ideas of metaphysies ; think

| have been the condition of the United Siates at

| lo me,

conslderation: meditate on it? do not be carrled

practically on the great quest.on of what would

not settled these agitating
questionn. | have statad that, in my opinion,
there wonld have been civil war,

Gentlemen, will you allow me for a moment |
I have been a long time |

to advert to myself!
in publie life; of course, not many years remain
At the commencement of 1850, [ s
something of the condition of the country, a
I thought the inevitable consequence would
civil war, [ saw danger in leaving Utah and
New Mexico withont any government—a prey
to the power of Texas. [saw this condition of|
things arising from the interference of some of
the States, in defesting some of the operations

of the Constitution in respeet to the restoration | N

of fagitive slaves; and, gentlemen, I made np
my mind to encounter whatever might betide
me, and allow me to say, something which was
not entirely unexpected. A member of the
Honse of Representatives told me that he had
made a list of 140 eches which had been
madein Congress on the slavery question, That
is a very large number, my friend, | said, but
how is that?! Why, said he, n Northern man
gets up and speaks with considerable power
and fluency until the spouker’s hammer knocks
him down—then gets up a Southern man, and
he apenks with more warmth-—he is nearer the
line, and he comes out agninst the North, He
speaks his haur and stops, and o it hiss gone on
antil I have got one hundred and forty speeches
onmy i t. Well, snid I, where nre they? If
the Tﬂer.uid he, was a Nopthern man, he
held forth sgsinstalavery: and if he was from the
South, he abused the North; snd all those
spesches were sont by the members to their
own loealitics, where they were the cavse of the
local irritation which existed at the time. In
this way r side of the question was not
heard —tha way of it. 1 thought that in
this state of thinge, quiet was necessary.  Yon
ean't anppose that [ was indifferent to the

ger. 1 am ‘s Massachtsetts man, and know
what Massichnsetts used to be, [am a Mussa.

States; and you need never expect from me, |
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respect her, and mean Iuiuuliua aal live:
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well._genﬂom _.nm o ﬁntbn'n thp\ ocen-

sion I had taken a urse frém what [
did. It I 'may allude toawythidg so ineignifi-
eant a8 ‘that- on -the Sul¥-of
March, instead of making a speech that would
recongile the country, I had joined in the ge

ral elamor of the partv—snppose I had I
will bave nothing to do with any necommedation’
—wo will admit ne satisfiction—we will let
Texas invade New Mexico—we will leave New
Mexieo and Utah to take care of themselves,
gnd we will plant ourselves on the Wilmet Pro-
iso, and lot the devil take the hindermost.
ow, gentlemen, I don’t mean to say that great
ue?uel'lm would follow from that; batsap-

] for it? Was I not a } ichusetts
mfRE Did T not know Mass i1y’ senti-
wentsand prejudices? But what of that—Iam
an Ameriean ! [Great QSPIMJ I was made a
whole man by God, and T don't mean to make
mysell half a one. [Tremendous outbursts of
applause.] T own reputation—for I ﬂn&!er&d
myself that a service of 40 years has givén me
some character. I thought it was my doty, and
[ did not care what was to give way. I felt it
to be my daty to come out—to go for my coun-
try and my whole country, and to exert every
power I had to keep that country together.
[Great applause.] 1 cared for nothing—I was
afraid of nothing—but meant to do my duty,
Duty performed makes a man happy—duty neg-
lected makes a man unhappy as well as those
around him. I therefore, gentlemen, in the face
of all circumstances and dangers, was ready to
go forth and do that which my country—your
country—demanded of me; ami gentlemen, al-
low me to say here to.day that if the fute of
John Rogers had been presented to me—if I
had heard the thorns cracking—by the blessin
of Almighty God 1 would have gone on an
discharged the duty whieh T thought my coun-
try called npon me to perform. I would have
become a marlyr to save my country.

And now, acntlemen, farewell | Live and be
happy, Lie like patriots. Live like Ameri-
onng.  Live in the enjoyment of the inestimable

and if anything that [ may do hereafter should
be inconsistent in the slightest degree with the
opinions and principles which I have addressed
to you, then discard me forever from your re-
collection, z

By the arrival at New York on Wednesday
morning of the schooner Bonita, Capt. Sbisa,
ifrom Vera Cruz, we have dates from that eity
to the 1st inst, and from the Mexican capital to
the 26th April, The Bonita brought $1,500 in
specie, :
The schooner Oregon, Capt. Trenis, also ar-
rived this morning from Tampico, with dates
from that eity to the 4th ult. The Oregon
brought #8,475 in specie on freight.’

the name of Qscar Roberts, a German by birthy
who was ancting as assistant United Sta
sul at Vera Cenz for Capt. Rogers, had col

the freight money, amounting to $4 504
brlgﬂgm:f’-ﬂow 'n'iﬁx ol
gether with other large amousts, and
sconded,  The Metamora took a eargo of'ect
intn Vera Cruz. s
The Universal of the the 24th of April says:
“1'he House of Representatives approved yester-

these things [ impute no bad motive to any one. | coming to this resolution funds be provided, or

Ilnm acknowledge,
Mexican government has granted a re-

r:!- | paper aceounts be troe.

be |

court, liwver; Ferdinand Betancourt,

ohu etts man.’ Massachusetis has kept we a
great while in Congresa, 1 will honor her.

day the resolation taken by the Senate to grant

ighty duys respite to the committees of both
branches, to try to efluet arrnngements or com-
promises with the public creditors. The oppo-
sition to this was strong, for, as Messrs, Medina
and Blanco pointedly observed, unless before

be known to exist, sufficient to comply
bargains that be made with the eredi
be muking matters worse. Al
that no funds exist, to eall upon :
promise, and afterwards acquaint ¥
fact, would be a perfect mockery. It sto@
record that Senor Aguirre in his report o

Oth ult, stated that in order to begin tn make

any settlement, th
stance, tn obtain
which they were minus.”

required, in first in-
znr millions of dollars, of

We understand, from another source, that not~

withstanding all their jealonsy of American en-
cronchments, it was proposed, as the only me.
dium of salvation, to try to negotiste a loan from
the United States government. They will de-
rive more benetit from friendly connection with
this eountry than some of their citizens are

wil

spite of six months to the company which was

engaged to establish the line of wires for »

mpgnetic telegraphic communication between
Vern Cruz and Mexico. :
In Tampico the arrival of flour from the Uni-

ted States, under the temparary license granted

by the Mexiean governmenl, was & matter of

pablic congratulation, the Noticiose ng that
it affurds the people better bread than have
been nccastomed to of late. complain,

however, that the bakers make ne difference in
the quantity of bread they deal Got for a certain
va'ue when floor is cheap, and degre the atten-
tion of governmen{ to this point.

The Indians continuve their tions in
Purango and other States in the North,  Neap
Canutillo, nfow weeks since, they made a de-
scent upon a large stock-raising haclends, and

after killing all the persons having

place, drove off a large herd of cattle other

slneu,

They have finally introduced thé Schotisch in
the Mexican eapital, and the dark-eyed senoras
and senoritas are in raptures with it, if the pews-

It is stated that many of the streets in the
city of Mexico are abandoned on secount of the
robheries comr mitted, and the want of an efficient
police, o one™f the main thoroughfares the
rascally ladrones had a pitched with the
police, and overcame them.

The Teatro National, in the ecily of Mexico,
'as opened for the season en the night of the
20th olt, Great complaints are made in relation
to the orchestra.

A company of monuted police has been dis-
banded for allowing tfie stage coach to be openly
robbed near El Punyn de Ia Vina. -

The legislature of the State of Mexioo has
passed a stringent law againat gambling, many
games which have heretofore been allowed ab
the religious feasts being now prohibited.

Argeer 1y Cboa—The New York Sunan.
nounces, the argest at Principe, May, 4, and their
imprisonment in the Moro Castle, of the folow-

ing persons f— .
Don Seraplo Reelo, Inwyer; Don J, R, Betan.

.

Franeisco W. Batista, planter ; Salvador

ros, plantyr ; Manoal Arango, lawyer; Joaquin
Rivera, Jawyer; w0 \"n’u. planter ;
Francis Quezada, planter. Thess nre all said -
to ha glentlemen of the highest respectability
eon Ly tiea of blood with many of the
first in the Island. The Pueato Prin-
cipe gorrespondant adds: 3

ey are also fn porsuit of Senor A

{de Wirands, notary public; Senor Josph Cas.

tils, & wealthy planter, and others: . ar
ot are made by orler of the eaptain general to
Senor Lomerick, our governor. Tho day of

teckaning with our opprossors is at hand. The
mwﬁmmmm“ '
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had taken such agourse, how could I be_
Massach

blessings which your fathers prepared for you, -

We learn through Capt. Sbisa that a man by




